
Town of Wascott 

Douglas County, Wisconsin 

 

Resolution 2015-16 

In Opposition to State Budget Motion #520 Related to Shoreland Zoning  
 

WHEREAS, on May 29, 2015, the WI Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee voted in favor of a 

proposal that would drastically alter the way many counties handle shoreland zoning. Under current law, 

a county must enact a shoreland zoning ordinance that at least meets the minimum standards put out by 

DNR (called the “NR115” standards). But since the inception of the law, counties could choose to enact 

an ordinance with standards stronger than NR115, or use a system called “lake classification”, in which 

some waters in the county are given higher protection than others based on factors such as the amount of 

development already on the lake, local environmental factors that put more pressure on that lake than 

others, or existing water quality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the system we have currently is one that establishes reasonable minimum statewide 

standards accompanied by the ability of the Town Plan Commission and the county to do more if and 

when the town and county determine they need to do so. This is the best system to support lake health and 

the benefits it brings to property values, local economies, and recreational and cultural interests. 

 

WHEREAS, the Wascott Town Board is adamantly opposed to this proposal which would severely 

reverse many years of work and thousands of dollars spent by the Town and the Town’s lake associations 

to protect the water quality of our lakes and to preserve our natural resources for future generations. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wascott Town Board adopts the position that: 

 

 Budget Motion #520, paragraph 23 is bad for Wisconsin’s lakes and lake community and should 

be removed from the budget by the Joint Finance Committee before it sends the full bill to the 

Legislature. 

 The Legislature should remove the language from the final bill it sends to the Governor.  

 And finally, the Governor should veto that item from the budget bill, and we should retain the 

current system because it’s fair, it’s reasonable, and it works. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Clerk shall send a copy of this resolution to the Joint Finance Committee, 

to our legislators, and to Governor Walker. 

 

Adopted this 7
th
 day of July, 2015. 

 

 

__________________________________ ________________________________ 

Greg Jensen, Chairperson Bob Fritzke, Supervisor 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________ 

Lynn Koalska, Supervisor Janice Newsome, Supervisor 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________ 

Bill Stapp, Supervisor Attest:  Jeannette Atkinson, Clerk-Treasurer  

 

 


