
Town of Wascott 
Douglas County, Wisconsin 

 
Resolution 2015-06 

Opposing County Assessment Responsibility 
  

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) proposes to change from municipal assessment to county 
assessment requiring 100% assessment of every property every year; and, 
 
WHEREAS, moving the assessment from the town, village, and city level to the county will take away local control and 
greatly increase costs to the municipalities taxpayers; and, 
 
WHEREAS, property owners will lose the convenience of open book and board of review proceedings in their own 
municipality by being required to travel to county sites for such proceedings; and, 

  
WHEREAS, the DOR proposal will provide little oversight over county assessment practices and will not provide appeal 
rights to individual towns, villages, and cities of their municipal full value as determined by the county assessment; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the DOR has expressed concern over some local assessment practices and other issues such as assessor 
certification and performance that can be addressed under the current municipal assessment system without mandating a 
county assessment system; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the proposal is an unprecedented intrusion into local government by requiring the state to suggest a salary 
range for their assessment director, and work with the county to set a county budget and number of employees; and, 
 

  WHEREAS, the DOR has cited assessor problems as part of their rationale, but has yet to revoke an assessor license 

despite having the authority to do so; and, 
  
WHEREAS, over the last five years, the DOR has already required additional work and detailed information from assessors 
to “improve the process”; and, 
 
WHEREAS, as is typical for governments, this proposal increases public sector jobs at the cost of a great many private 
sector jobs; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the DOR rightly cites Wisconsin as one of few states having municipal assessment, but forgets to note the 
strong leadership of Wisconsin citizens, our state’s dedication to local input, and the simple lack of town government in 
many states; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of Wascott, Douglas County, does hereby oppose the 
implementation of county assessment in Wisconsin and asks for the proposal to be removed from the budget;  and,  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Wisconsin, local governments and other stakeholders should study what 
changes, if any may be necessary, can be implemented to improve municipal assessment practices without eliminating 
the current system. 

 
ADOPTED this 12

th 
day of March, 2015, by a majority vote of the Town Board with a quorum present and voting and 

proper notice having been given. 

 
 
 

Greg Jensen, Town Chairperson Rick Moravec, Town Supervisor 
 

 
 

Lynn Koalska, Town Supervisor Bill Stapp, Town Supervisor 
 

 
 

Robert Fritzke, Town Supervisor Attest: Jeannette Atkinson, Town Clerk 


